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The Newsletter for Marshall University

September 3, 2014

Constitution Week to begin with quoits tournament, return of
Supreme Court of Appeals
The West Virginia Supreme Court of Appeals returns to Marshall University’s Huntington
campus Tuesday, Sept. 16, to conduct a session in which it will hear four appeals.
The Court’s appearance will be its sixth at Marshall in the past decade. It is one of many events
to be staged during the annual Constitution Week celebration at MU, which begins Monday,
Sept. 8.
The docket for the Supreme Court’s visit can be found at www.courtswv.gov/supremecourt/calendar/2014/sept14.html. Robin Jean Davis is the Court’s chief justice. Justice Menis E.
Ketchum II served as chief justice in 2012. He is a former member and chairman of Marshall’s
Board of Governors. Other justices are Brent D. Benjamin, Margaret L. Workman and Allen H.
Loughry II.
The public is encouraged to attend the session, which begins at 10 a.m. in the Joan C. Edwards
Performing Arts Center, and will be followed by a reception honoring the judges in the
Performing Arts Center lobby. In addition to hors d’oeuvres, pizza will be served.
The four cases cover a variety of appeals:
•

•

•

Estella Robinson v. City of Bluefield, No. 13-0936 – Procedural background: This first
appeal arises from an order entered in the Circuit Court of Mercer County that affirmed the
Municipal Court of Bluefield’s order to euthanize the petitioner’s dog.
State of West Virginia v. Justin Sean Gum, No. 12-1292 – Procedural background: In Case
No. 2 on the docket, the petitioner, Justin Sean Gum, appeals the Lewis County Circuit
Court’s order finding sufficient evidence to support a conviction of second-degree murder
and sentencing the petitioner to 40 years at the William Sharpe Hospital.
Alcan Rolled Products Ravenswood, LLC v. Terry W. McCarthy, No. 13-1080 – Procedural
background: In the third case, the petitioner, Alcan Rolled Products Ravenswood, LLC,
appeals the Kanawha County Circuit Court’s order, which reversed the Board of Review
and the Administrative Law Judge’s decision that the respondent, Terrry W. McCarthy,
engaged in “gross misconduct” under West Virginia Code 21A-63.

•

State of West Virginia v. Christopher D. Cox, No. 13-0778 – Procedural background: In the
final case on the docket at Marshall, the petitioner, Christopher D. Cox, appeals his
conviction for first-degree murder without recommendation of mercy.

“All Marshall University students and faculty, and high school students and faculty in the TriState Area are invited to join us for this unique opportunity to witness the Court in action as it
hears and rules on these interesting, noteworthy appeals,” said Dr. Alan Gould, director of the
John Deaver Drinko Academy, which sponsors Constitution Week activities.
Constitution Week at Marshall is an annual observance to commemorate the adoption of the
United States Constitution and the contributions of Chief Justice John Marshall, for whom the
university is named. Gould said Constitution Week was started by United States Senator Robert
C. Byrd in order to draw attention to the important document that our system of government is
based upon.
“Included within federal legislation that was passed in 2004 was a provision requiring
educational institutions that receive federal funds to set some time aside on or near the
September 17th anniversary of the document’s signing to study the United States Constitution,”
he said.
Highlighting the other events planned during Constitution Week is the annual quoits tournament.
Quoits, which is similar to horseshoes, was John Marshall’s favorite sport.
On Monday, Sept. 8, teams of faculty, staff, students, fraternities and sororities can sign up to
play for trophies and prizes. To sign up, participants need to stop by the quoits pits on the west
end of Buskirk Field between 9 a.m. and 3 p.m. that Monday, or e-mail Kristen Pack at
milhoan4@marshall.edu, or Renee Denney at denney@marshall.edu. Deadline for team
registration is 5 p.m. Tuesday, Sept. 9.
Competition begins Tuesday, Sept. 9, and runs through Thursday, Sept. 11. The winning team
will play in the Quoits Presidential Round, taking on President Stephen J. Kopp. That game is
scheduled to start at 3 p.m., Friday, Sept. 12.
On Wednesday, Sept. 24, as in years past, the President’s Invitational Quoits Media Challenge
will take place at 11:30 a.m. WSAZ’s Tim Irr and Keith Morehouse will return to defend their
championship. All quoits action takes place on the west end of Buskirk Field. Before the media
quoits challenge begins, President Kopp will cut the John Marshall birthday cake on the
Memorial Student Center plaza. In addition to cake, kettle corn and punch will be served.
Here is a brief look at other Constitution Week events:
•
•

Thursday, Sept. 11 – 7 p.m., in the Marshall Foundation Hall – The Amicus Curiae Lecture,
featuring guest speaker Laura K. Donohue, professor of law at the Georgetown Law Center;
Monday, Sept. 22 – 5:30 p.m., in the John Marshall Room in the Memorial Student Center –
announcement of the winner of the Dan O’Hanlon Constitution Week and John Marshall
Celebration Essay Competition;

•

Thursday, Sept. 25 – 12:30 p.m., in the Francis-Booth Experimental Theatre, Joan C.
Edwards Performing Arts Center – The Robert C. Byrd Forum on Civic Responsibility,
featuring Steve Williams, mayor of Huntington. He will speak on “Civic Responsibility and
Obligations Citizens have to Local Government.”

Georgetown professor of law will be first speaker this fall in
Amicus Curiae Lecture Series
Dr. Laura K. Donohue, a professor of law and director of the Center
on National Security and the Law at Georgetown University Law
Center, will be the featured speaker Thursday, Sept. 11, in the first
installment of the fall 2014 Amicus Curiae Lecture Series.
The Amicus Curiae, or “Friend of the Court,” Lecture Series on
Constitutional Democracy focuses on issues of law, history, politics
and governance in the United States. It is sponsored by the Simon
Perry Center for Constitutional Democracy, with financial support
from the West Virginia Humanities Council.
Donohue’s lecture, “The Future of Privacy, Uncertain,” will take place at 7 p.m. at the
Foundation Hall, Home of the Erickson Alumni Center. Two other Amicus Curiae lectures will
be given this fall. Donohue describes her lecture as focusing on individual privacy in an age of
terrorism and resulting heightened security.
“On June 6, 2013, the Washington Post and The Guardian captured public attention by reporting
that the intelligence community was collecting large amounts of information about U.S.
citizens,” she explained. “The National Security Agency (NSA) was tapping directly into the
central servers of nine leading U.S. Internet companies extracting audio, video, photographs, emails, documents and connection logs that enable analysts to track a person’s movements and
contacts over time. The NSA, it has since been learned, relied upon post-9/11 legislation to
support these and other surveillance programs. Information obtained by the intelligence
committee for national security purposes can then be used for criminal prosecution, without any
of the protections that ordinarily accompany law enforcement investigations.”
Donohue has been a project director for the U.S. Justice Department and the Department of
Homeland Security on projects related to mass-terror incidents. She earned her A.B. in
Philosophy (with Honors) from Dartmouth College, her M.A. in Peace Studies (with Distinction)
from the University of Ulster, Northern Ireland, her J.D. (with Distinction) from Stanford Law

School, and her Ph.D. in History from the University of Cambridge. She is a life member of the
Council on Foreign Relations.
The other two speakers and their topics scheduled this fall are:
Tuesday, Oct. 7, David O. Stewart, a graduate of Yale College and Yale Law School and a
former law clerk to Supreme Court Associate Justice Lewis F. Powell Jr., will speak on the
subject of his book, “American Emperor: Aaron Burr’s Challenge to Jefferson’s America.”
Thursday, Nov. 20, Samuel Issacharoff, the Bonnie and Richard Reiss Professor of
Constitutional Law at New York University’s School of Law, will speak on the future of voting
rights in America in his lecture, “Ballot Bedlam.”
Stewart’s and Issacharoff’s lectures also will take place in the Foundation Hall. Both begin at 7
p.m.
“We are thrilled that, for the fourth consecutive year, the Simon Perry Center will be able to
offer this series to the community, and grateful for the financial support of the West Virginia
Humanities Council that enables us to do so,” said Patricia Proctor, director of the Simon Perry
Center for Constitutional Democracy.
For more information on the Amicus Curiae Lecture Series, contact Proctor at ext.6-2801.

Maelzel Woodwind Quintet to present “Music from the Age of
Invention”
Four Marshall University music faculty members, flutist Dr.
Wendell Dobbs, hornist Dr. Stephen Lawson, bassoonist Kay
Lawson and oboist Dr. Richard Kravchak, will be joined by guest
clarinetist Dr. Richard Spece for a program titled “Music from the
Age of Invention,” which will take place at 7:30 p.m. Thursday,
Sept. 11, in Smith Recital Hall.
The five chose to call themselves the Maelzel Woodwind Quintet,
as their “Age of Invention” program nods to the early 19th century – a time when inventions
such as Maelzel’s time-keeping contraption and musical and technical innovations marked the
artistic landscape in Europe.

“Though woodwind quintet music has been well represented at Marshall, this particular program
will be different since all involved will not perform on modern instruments, but on historical
reproductions of instruments that existed in the late 18th and early 19th centuries,” Dobbs said.
“The instruments vary considerably from their modern counterparts. They naturally sound
differently and they require a whole new technique when playing.”
“Music from the Age of Invention” will feature works by Reicha and Danzi, as well as by Peter
Müller.
“One might ask: Why go to the trouble to learn a new technique and perform on instruments that
are often more difficult technically than the modern counterparts?” Dobbs said. “Exploring this
music on the original instruments provides musicians the opportunity to fully understand the
intrinsic problems of blend, balance and intonation, and most importantly, the interpretation,
oftentimes inspired by these instruments.
“In essence, we hear the same sounds as the composers and musicians from the era and this
informs our decisions on numerous aspects of the music and indeed permits us and our audience
to understand the music in ways that may be obscured by the louder, more homogenized sounds
of modern instruments.”
Spece has taught at the University of Maryland, Baltimore Campus, and performs regularly with
a host of groups including Philharmonia Baroque Orchestra, Portland Baroque Orchestra, Ama
Deus Ensemble, California Bach Society, Magnificat, Classical Consort, Concert Spirituel, and
Opera Lafayette. He is also a founding member of Circa 1800 Chamber Winds. His newest
adventure in his new home in Richmond, Virginia, is to establish a period instrument orchestra
that will be called the Mannheim Rocket. Spece’s appearance is sponsored by a contribution
from Dr. Alan Gould, director of the John Deaver Drinko Academy.
The Sept. 11 program is free and open to the public. Call ext.6-3117 for more information.
The program will be repeated at 2 p.m. Sunday, Sept. 14, as part of the Ariel Chamber Theatre
Series at the Historic Ariel-Dater Hall in Gallipolis, Ohio. Admission for the repeat performance
is $5; call 740-446-ARTS for more information on that performance.

Med school faculty member to receive award for teaching
Dr. Kelly E. Melvin, an assistant professor in the department of psychiatry
and behavioral medicine at the Joan C. Edwards School of Medicine, has
been selected to receive an Association for Academic Psychiatry (AAP)
Early Career Development Award.
The AAP says the annual award involves a competitive process and was
created to facilitate career development and recognize young faculty who
are innovative in their teaching techniques and skills.
Melvin was nominated by Dr. Suzanne Holroyd, chair of the department.
“Dr. Melvin is a fantastic clinician and dedicated teacher,” Holroyd said. “His passion for
psychiatry shines while teaching our students, which has had a very positive effect on the
students’ interest in psychiatry. He is an ideal academic faculty member and I am fortunate he is
in our department. I am thrilled he was chosen for this national recognition, which he most
certainly deserves.”
Melvin is a 2005 graduate of the Joan C. Edwards School of Medicine. He completed a
residency in general adult psychiatry as well as a child psychiatry fellowship at Vanderbilt
University and joined Marshall’s School of Medicine in November, 2012.
“Receiving this award is a huge honor,” Melvin said. “It’s very humbling that Dr. Holroyd
nominated me and multiple students wrote letters on my behalf. I love teaching. It gives me the
opportunity to make students excited about caring for patients who have mental health
conditions.”
Melvin will receive the award at a meeting later this month in Portland, Oregon.

Center for humanities established by Marshall, West Virginia
State, Glenwood Foundation
The Glenwood Center for Scholarship in the Humanities, a
public-private partnership involving Marshall University, West
Virginia State University and the Historic Glenwood Foundation,
has been launched in an effort to promote scholarship in the
humanities associated with the history of Charleston, the
Kanawha Valley, the state of West Virginia and the Appalachian
region.
The center is based at Glenwood, the pre-Civil War mansion on
Charleston’s West Side that was home to several of the Kanawha
Valley’s pioneer families, including the Quarriers, Summers and
Laidleys. Before her death in 1983, the last occupant of the house, Lucy Quarrier, passed it on to
the then West Virginia College of Graduate Studies (COGS) Foundation.
Under the auspices of the COGS Foundation the exquisitely preserved estate hosted numerous
cultural and educational events before it was turned over to the Historic Glenwood Foundation,
which now owns and manages it. Through the years, a series of seminars and symposiums, as
well as classes, have taken place there, mainly under the auspices of Marshall’s Graduate
Humanities program. One class built an elaborate traveling exhibit, Window to the West Side,
which has been taken to schools, libraries and other educational and cultural venues and is still
being circulated.
In the short term, the newly formed center will work toward hosting regular speaker series,
classes and workshops in conjunction with academic programming in Marshall’s Graduate
Humanities program and West Virginia State’s History program, according to Dr. Luke Eric
Lassiter, center co-director, and director of MU’s Graduate Humanities program.
Long-term plans call for supporting humanities-based research through the two universities,
hosting visiting scholars, involving students in archival work and other preservation projects at
Glenwood, and advancing collaborative grant and fund development, Lassiter said.
“We’ve been doing partnerships involving Marshall, West Virginia State University and the
Historic Glenwood Foundation for some time and we decided to make it official,” Lassiter
said. “We wanted to bring the resources together to undertake more ventures and to do more
community-based projects. Our goal is to continue to have classes held at the estate, to host
scholars who will work with the archives or various projects that will involve the region and
state, and to promote both research and teaching.”
“We’re providing the location and the historic background for all this to occur,” said Kemp
Winfree, vice president and operating officer of the Historic Glenwood Foundation. “The
documents that will be a part of this are all a part of the Glenwood Foundation, all 30,000 of

them. There are 30,000 sheets of paper that the families saved, which contain everything from
wills, to bills of sale, to correspondence of all types.”
Students in previous classes held at Glenwood have uncovered a treasure trove of relics in its
archives, Lassiter said and archival work will continue in future classes. The biggest find to date
was two perfectly preserved Abraham Lincoln presidential campaign posters, which a WVSU
student doing an internship discovered in a large ledger book.
“Faculty and students have come across a lot of unknown items in the house and archives and
there will be more uncovered as our research continues,” Lassiter said. “Another item of
interest was a set of old film that had not been viewed for many years. We recently had a
presentation as a result of a Graduate Humanities History of Charleston seminar, taught by Dr.
Billy Joe Peyton, where the students could show off their finds and the film was included.”
Fortunately the families that lived in the house had a keen sense of their place in local history
and preserved prodigious amounts of documents including letters and journals, according to
Peyton, associate faculty in the Graduate Humanities program. a faculty member in the history
program at West Virginia State University and center co-director.
“They had a very good sense of history and were very conscious of their places in it. These
documents have allowed us to get a glimpse into their daily lives. It was Miss Lucy Quarrier’s
foresight that allowed the materials to remain on the estate,” Peyton said.
“The property and the house from the very first day it was constructed have been home to leaders
of West Virginia and the availability of these items will give new insight into how things
happened and why they happened, “Winfree said. “The foundation is grateful for the two
universities for suggesting that we partner together because without them, we wouldn’t be able to
take full advantage of the material that was saved for over 100 years. The two universities are the
ones that will help interpret all these documents and how they fit together in the history of West
Virginia. We’re just happy to be a part of it and look forward to the future with the two schools.”
Students in Peyton’s Marshall humanities seminars and WVSU classes at Glenwood have been
poring over a cache of hundreds of archival documents located in the quarters building, a smaller
adjacent house which was once used as servant quarters and a summer kitchen. They’ve been
transcribing letters, some dating to the 1850s, as well as journals that range from the 1850s to the
1920s. And through the letters of Lewis Summers, the students have been able to follow an
intriguing 19th-century love story as it unfolded.
Lewis Summers was the only surviving child of George and Amacetta Summers, who moved
into Glenwood in 1857, and he was something of a Romeo, according to Peyton. “He had
girlfriends and when he met his future wife, Lucy, who lived in Marietta, they courted by
post. Through their correspondence we have almost a complete record of their courtship and
their early years of marriage.” Lewis, who lived between 1843 and 1928 and spent most of his
life at Glenwood, also kept journals and Peyton said there are hundreds of documents yet to be
gone through that date into the 1920s.

“Future classes will help us use the materials and help us interpret Glenwood and preserve the
legacy of the house and the families that lived there as well as the larger history of our area,”
Peyton said. “George Summers was a lawyer and judge, as well as a member of the U.S. House
of Representatives, and was a staunch advocate of the Union so the entire history of West
Virginia is contained in that house. We hope to provide a service not only for the area but for the
state, and of course, our institutions.”
Administrative offices will be located on the estate. The center’s website is hosted by Marshall
University at www.marshall.edu/glenwoodcenter.

H.E.L.P. Golf Scramble coming up Oct. 10
The H.E.L.P. Program will be hosting its annual Dr. Paul E. Skeens Memorial Scramble 4
H.E.L.P. on Friday, Oct. 10, at Riviera Country Club in Lesage, West Virginia. All proceeds
from the event will go towards providing scholarship funding to need-based learning disabled
(dyslexia, specific learning disabilities, and/or Attention Deficit Disorder) students enrolled in
the Higher Education for Learning Problems (H.E.L.P.) program.
H.E.L.P. is a self-supporting non-profit program under the College of Education & Professional
Development. The college sector of the H.E.L.P. Program assists Marshall students in their
academic courses as well as provides them with the necessary remedial instruction and time
management and organization skills that are required to be successful in academics and in life.
Sponsors and players for the event are still needed. Contact Susie Bruhin at ext.6 -6473 or by
email at velte@marshall.edu for more information or to register.

School of Medicine announces creation of six new scholarships
Six new scholarships have been established at the Joan C. Edwards School of Medicine to assist
medical students with their educational expenses.

The following scholarships were created through the school’s “Adopt a Medical Student”
program, which is a graduated giving program that allows gifts to be made annually until the
fund becomes fully endowed.
•

The Becker Family Scholarship was created by Dr. James “Jim” B. Becker, Class of 1993
and senior associate dean for clinical affairs at the school of medicine, and will be awarded
to a rising fourth-year medical student who is planning to pursue a career in family
medicine. The $1,000 award will be given to three medical students annually.

•

The Elizabeth Scholarship will be awarded to an entering medical student from West
Virginia, and was created by Dr. Cindy Z. Pinson, Class of 1996. This scholarship is in
memory of Liz Pinson and Beth Bondurant, two women who bravely fought cancer. The
award is renewable for three additional years pending normal academic progress.

•

The Evans Family Scholarship was created by Dr. Joseph “Joe” E. Evans, Class of 1982 and
chairman of the school’s department of pediatrics, and will be awarded to an entering
medical student with first preference to a graduate of Spring Valley High School in Wayne
County, W.Va. This award is renewable for three additional years pending normal academic
progress.

•

The Dr. and Mrs. Scott E. Miller Family Scholarship will be awarded to a first-year medical
student who is a West Virginia resident and has financial need meeting Office of Student
Financial Assistance standards. Scott Miller, Class of 1986, who is a cardiologist in
Charleston, created the scholarship in honor of Cynthia A. “Cindy” Warren, director of
admissions for the School of Medicine. The award is renewable for three additional years
pending normal academic progress.

•

The Dr. Thomas B. Styer Scholarship was endowed by Dr. Styer, Class of 1982, and Mrs.
Julia Styer. The recipient will be an entering medical student, with first preference given to
a graduate of Piarist School in Floyd County, Ky. The second preference will be given to a
graduate of St. Joseph Central Catholic High School in Huntington and the third preference
given to a Cabell County resident. The award is renewable for three additional years to the
first two preferences, pending normal academic progress.

•

The Dr. Donnah Wolodkin Whitaker Scholarship was created by Dr. Wolodkin Whitaker,
Class of 1984, who is a practicing anesthesiologist in northeast Ohio. The recipient of this
scholarship will be an entering medical student who is a resident of West Virginia. First
preference will be given to a resident of Wheeling, If there are no applicants from Wheeling,
preference will be given to a resident of Ohio County, Marshall County, or any other county
in W.Va., in that order.

“Our medical school’s core mission is dedicated to educating students who will become primary
care doctors and serve our nation’s rural populations,” said Linda Holmes, director of
development and alumni affairs for the Joan C. Edwards School of Medicine. “By helping reduce

student debt, we allow students freedom to choose specialties based on interest and not on how
they are compensated.”
For more information on the scholarships or to make a gift to the Joan C. Edwards School of
Medicine, contact Holmes at 304-691-1711 or holmes@marshall.edu.

Summer interns present research results
The 2014 Summer Research Internship for Minority Students (SRIMS) and WV-Idea Network of
Biomedical Research Excellence (WV-INBRE) programs concluded with a research symposium
at West Virginia University July 28. The 16 students spent the summer conducting research
related to lung cancer, melanoma, cystic fibrosis, prostate cancer, diabetes, heart disease, breast
cancer, depression, and industrial toxins. The interns presented their results with posters and
discussed their findings individually with students, mentors, and other educators from around
West Virginia.
In addition to their research in Marshall’s cutting-edge laboratories, the students had the
opportunity to go hiking, have a bowling party, spend the day at Beechfork State Park, and use
the climbing and bouldering wall and participate in other activities at the Marshall Recreation
Center
SRIMS is funded by the MU Biomedical Sciences Graduate Program, Joan C. Edwards School
of Medicine and donations to the Marshall University Foundation SRIMS Fund. Participants
receive room, board, travel expenses, a stipend and Rec Center memberships.
WV-INBRE is funded by a grant from the National Institutes of Health, and applicants must be a
student at a West Virginia university or college. Marshall—in partnership with researchers at
West Virginia University—received the award to help build expertise in biomedical research.
Summer Interns and their mentors were:
Rebecca Goydel, WV-INBRE, Fairmont State University (Mentor: Dr. Eric Blough)
Luisa Hernandez, SRIMS, Fayetteville State University (Mentor: Dr. Xijian Xie)
Alnairouz Katrib, WV-INBRE, West Virginia State University (Mentor: Dr. Beverly
Delidow)
Ankita Khunt, WV-INBRE, University of Charleston (Mentor: Dr. Richard Egleton)

J. Tyler Kinder, WV-INBRE, Bluefield State College (Mentor: Dr. Piyali Dasgupta)
Kyle Lehosit, WV-INBRE, Bethany College (Mentor: Dr. Hongwei Yu)
Renuka Mahatara, WV-INBRE, University of Charleston (Mentor: Dr. Monica Valentovic)
Kenny Nguyen, WV-INBRE, University of Charleston (Mentor: Dr. Pier Paolo Claudio)
Steven Paniagua, SRIMS, University of California-Santa Clara (Mentor: Dr. Jung Han Kim)
Courtney Pierron, WV-INBRE, University of Charleston (Mentor: Dr. Sandrine Pierre)
KM Tanim, WV-INBRE, West Virginia State University (Mentor: Dr. Travis Salisbury)
Jordan Tate, WV-INBRE, West Virginia Wesleyan College (Mentor: Dr. Gary Rankin)
Judith Urbanic, WV-INBRE, Glenville State College (Mentor: Dr. Larry Grover)
Sheryl Vermudez, SRIMS, Chaminade University (Mentor: Dr. Gary Rankin)
Linh Vu, WV-INBRE, University of Charleston (Mentor: Dr. Monica Valentovic)
Saidah Wright, SRIMS, Claflin University (Mentor: Dr. Jung Han Kim)
WV-INBRE Faculty Fellow
Sobha Gorungantula, Alderson-Broaddus College (Mentor: Dr. Travis Salisbury)
To learn more about the SRIMS program or to make a donation, visit
www.marshall.edu/bms/srims or contact Kelly Carothers at carothers@marshall.edu or (304)
696-7279.

The next issue of We Are…Marshall will be distributed Sept. 10, 2014. Please send any materials
for consideration to Pat Dickson by 5 p.m. Monday, Sept. 8.

